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WWHHYY  TTHHEE  EEUURROOPPEEAANN  UUNNIIOONN    

SSHHOOUULLDD  NNOOTT  LLIIFFTT  RREESSTTRRIICCTTIIVVEE  MMEEAASSUURREESS  OONN    

ZZIIMMBBAABBWWEEAANN  HHUUMMAANN  RRIIGGHHTTSS  AABBUUSSEERRSS  
 

ZANU PF HAS RETAINED POWER SINCE 1980 THROUGH VIOLENCE AND INTIMIDATION: 
NOTHING HAS CHANGED..... 

 
 

 
 

In a clear message to rural voters in February 2013, five months ahead of the July 31 elections, 
the Headlands district home of Shepherd Maisiri, an MDC-T activist who had suffered sustained and 
brutal harassment, was petrol bombed and burnt to the ground by known ZANU PF members. 

 

 
 
One of Maisiri’s children, Christpower (12), who was asleep in the house at the time, died in the 
blaze.  The other siblings were rescued by an elder brother who failed to reach Christpower because 
of the intense heat and thick smoke. 
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ZANU PF strategy to retain power in 2000  
 
In 2000, ZANU PF was in danger of losing power to the Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) 
party led by Morgan Tsvangirai.  This called for a new strategy, hence the violent invasion of the 
commercial farms.  The object was to force the commercial farmers off the land, many of whom 
supported the MDC and whose presence served to protect the workers – many of them also MDC 
supporters.  This would open the way for ZANU PF to severely intimidate the estimated 600,000 
voters on the farms who held the balance of electoral power between the rural and urban areas.   
 
In subsequent elections, this evolved into a strategy to totally control the rural areas, now resettled 
with thousands of MDC supporters, many of them having been displaced during operations such as 
the ruthless urban “clean-up” campaign of 2005, Operation Murambatsvina, the post-election 
violence in 2008 and other insidious government operations.  
 
By 2013, the rural areas contained as many seats as the urban areas where the MDC continued to 
dominate ZANU PF.  One of the strategies of Mugabe’s Joint Operations Command (JOC) for the July 
2013 elections was to remove or neutralise opponents in key rural communities, as well as silencing 
witnesses of planned violence using fear and intimidation tactics.  
 
Presidential Election in March 2002 
 

 
 

2002: The deep, raw wounds on the soles of this man’s feet were caused by torture with burning logs  

In response to widespread allegations of vote-rigging and reports of violence and intimidation that 
marred the March 2002 presidential election which President Robert Mugabe claimed to have won, 
a report was commissioned by South Africa’s then-president Thabo Mbeki.  Justices Dikgang 
Moseneke and Sisi Khampepe were tasked with undertaking a mission to Zimbabwe to investigate 
the “constitutional and legal challenges” prior to the 2002 election and to report back.   

Despite extensive pressure being exerted on President Mbeki and subsequently President Zuma, the 
report was never made public.  South Africa’s Mail & Guardian newspaperi has argued in the High 
Court (2008), the Supreme Court of Appeal (December 2010) and the Constitutional Court (2011) 
that although several years had passed since the election, the report might provide information 
about whether the elections were free and fair, as South Africa at the time declared they were. This 
has a bearing on the legitimacy of Mugabe’s presidency as well as Zimbabwe’s 2011 and 2013 
elections. 
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During late 2011, the Constitutional Court referred the case back to the High Court, saying that the 
court needed to invoke its rights to see the Khampepe report and then make a decision on whether 
it could be released.  

In February 2013, High Court Judge Joseph Raulinga said that the report contained enough 
information to cast doubts on the legality of the 2002 poll.  He noted in his ruling that: “Without 
disclosing the contents of the report I can reveal that [it] potentially discloses evidence of substantial 
contravention of, or failure to comply with the law” and added: “I am of the view that the public 
interest supersedes the harm that may ensue should the report be released.”  

Despite his ruling, the South African government has continued to block access to what many people 
believe is a highly damaging document – notably for those who committed human rights abuses 
ahead of the election. 
 
Note:  A team from Amnesty International in London spent time in Zimbabwe during May and June 
2000, in September and December 2001, and again in March 2002. They produced independent 
reportsii after travelling extensively and taking statements from victims of human rights abuses. 
Their conclusion was that widespread human rights abuses were occurring, largely at the hands of 
supporters of the ruling ZANU PF party, both during and after the 2002 election. 

The Solidarity Peace Trust (SPT), an authoritative South Africa-based NGO, published a report on 
post election violence and intimidation, on 21 May 2002: “We’ll Make Them Run”: A report on post 
election violence in Zimbabwe, March to May 2002”.iii In the report, SPT documented a worrying 
phenomenon – the political manipulation of hunger in some areas by excluding those labelled as 
“MDC supporters” from all routes of gaining maize, the staple food. 

Parliamentary Election in March 2005 

 Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu - Nelson Mandela Foundation Lecture, November 23, 2004: 
“What do we want our government to do in Zimbabwe?  Are we satisfied with quiet diplomacy 
there?  Surely human rights violations must be condemned as such, whatever the struggle credentials 
of the perpetrator....?”   

In May 2005, two months after the contentious 2005 Parliamentary election, the Solidarity Peace 
Trust published a report titled “Out for the count:  Democracy in Zimbabwe – the 2005 Parliamentary 
Election.”iv  The report noted that the election had “taken place against a background of five years of 
state organised violence, and a highly flawed structural reality...” 

The report continued: “In the early ‘80s the state responded repressively to perceived dissents in the 
western areas of Zimbabwe, and approximately 20,000 civilians died at the hands of the state during 
this Gukurahundiv era. Since 2000, repression has once more arisen as a response to the arrival of 
the Movement for Democratic Change (MDC). 
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In the last five years, measures taken by the state to ensure its hegemony include: violent farm 
invasions; massive human rights abuses against perceived opposition supporters (and) training 
camps for youth militia who have been used to perform violent acts....” 
 
The report pointed out that “Power over food supplies also takes away the right to life especially 
when food is used as a political weapon....”   A quote from D. Archbishop J. A. Jele, featured in the 
report, noted: “I was reliably informed that the ruling party capitalises on starvation, which is seen 
as the greatest weapon of ZANU PF.” 
 
Mass-Scale Demolitions in May-June 2005 
 

 
 

Operation Murambatsvina: Solid brick homes were among those destroyed by the armed 
forces 

During May-June 2005, mid winter in Zimbabwe, the Mugabe government embarked on a 
nationwide operation to demolish and bulldoze urban “slums and shanty-towns”, although many of 
the structures were solid brick houses.   According to the United Nations special envoy report by 
Anna Tibaijukavi, Operation Murambatsvina (Drive Out the Rubbish) left more than 700,000 people 
homeless or jobless and affected at least 2,4 million poor people. The number of people who died of 
exposure – mainly babies and the elderly – has never been revealed. Many of the victims still remain 
without proper homes and facilities.  Operation Murambatsvina is widely believed to have been a 
ruthless strategy to reduce the MDC’s urban power base by forcing people to return to the rural 
areas which are easier for ZANU PF to control. 

On 20 February 2006, the online news website ZimOnline reported that exiled former Ethiopian 
dictator Mengistu Haile-Mariam was the brain behind the brutal clean-up campaign. The special 
reportvii said that authoritative sources within Zimbabwe's state security Central Intelligence 
Organisation (CIO) had told ZimOnline that Mengistu, who fled to Harare in 1991 and now acted as 
President Robert Mugabe's security adviser, had warned the Zimbabwean leader that the swelling 
slum and backyard population in Zimbabwe was creating a fertile ground for a mass uprising.  

With the Zimbabwean economic situation deteriorating continuously and a discontented population 
growing in numbers, the report said Mengistu had advised Mugabe that the only way to pre-empt a 
mass revolt or any other form of mass action was by depopulating the cities via a ruthless slum 
clearance exercise.  No advance warnings were given of the demolitions and the entire country was 
caught completely by surprise and was totally unprepared. 
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Amnesty International on South Africa’s protection of human rights abusers from other African 
Countries:   
 
South Africa’s reticence to arrest and press charges against human rights abusers from other African 
countries has come in for extensive criticism in recent years.  In December 1999, Amnesty 
International issued a statement castigating the South African government for failing to fulfil it 
human rights obligations and press charges against Mengistu. Amnesty International said the South 
African government must explain "its failure" to keep Mengistu in the country until he was charged 
or extradited to another country for a fair trial.  

 

 

Operation Murambatsvina:  A child searches through the chaotic rubble of a demolished small to 
medium business centre in Chitungwiza, five miles south of Harare, on June 22, 2005. 

Demolition threats continue: In December 2013, just five months after regaining power in the 
rigged July 2013 elections, the ZANU PF government announced that more than 25,000 houses faced 
demolition in Harare’s dormitory town of Chitungwiza and in Seke communal lands, claiming they 
were built without the approval of the local authorities. This was despite the unavailability of 
alternative accommodation.  The planned move was dubbed Murambatsvina II.  

Human Rights Abuses in the Marange Diamond Fields (Extracts from Sokwanele Report)viii 
 
The discovery of significant alluvial diamond deposits in the Marange area of eastern Zimbabwe in 
June 2006 should have been a means of salvation for the virtually bankrupt country after ten years 
of chaos.  Instead, it has led to greed, corruption and exploitation on a grand scale, the use of forced 
labour – both adults and children - horrifying human rights abuses, brutal killings, degradation of the 
environment and the massive enrichment of a select few. 
 
In June 2006, when African Consolidated Resources (ACR) discovered diamonds in Marange, they 
declared the find, as required by law through the Stock Exchange, and to the Zimbabwe government.  
They also appealed for assistance to control villagers who had started digging in the area. 
 
Instead, in an apparent attempt to get political mileage, the ZANU PF government declared the fields 
open to anyone wishing to look for diamonds.  This resulted in a chaotic diamond rush which 
continued through September, while smuggling ran rampant.  It was estimated that between 15,000 
and 20,000 illegal artisanal miners were working the land and illegally selling their diamond finds to 
dealers outside the country. 
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On 2 October 2006, ACR was warned by the Mugabe government to cease all fencing and clearing 
activities on their claims. 
 
Operation Chikorokoza Chapera – November 2006 
 
The following month, a massive police operation was initiated.  Code-named Chikorokoza Chapera 
(End to Illegal Panning), it was aimed at stopping illegal mining across the country, including in 
Marange. The operation was marked by human rights abuses, corruption, extortion and smuggling.  
Many former farm workers who had been deprived of their livelihoods during the fast-track land 
reform programme, as well as small traders who had been deprived of their market stalls by 
Operation Murambatsvina (Drive Out the Rubbish) in 2005, were affected. 
 
For the next two years, from November 2006 to October 2008, police committed numerous human 
rights abuses in Marange, including killings, torture, beatings and the harassment of local miners. 
 
Operation Hakudzokwi – October 2008 
 
At the end of October 2008, two years after Operation Chikorokoza Chapera, the government 
launched Operation Hakudzokwi (No Return) in Marange.  Involving elements of the Zimbabwe 
National Army, Air Force and Central Intelligence Organisation, it appeared to have been designed 
both to restore a degree of order and to allow key army units access to riches at a time when the 
country was teetering on the brink of bankruptcy.  Shortly after its inception, Human Rights Watch 
(HRW) reported that the army had killed at least 214 miners, and said soldiers were involved in the 
smuggling of diamonds. 
 
During the three weeks of the military operation, a local headman told HRW that the Chiadzwa 
district of Marange had resembled ‘a war zone in which soldiers killed people like flies’.  

Quote from an unnamed victim: “The soldiers came here and found us at a digging site close by. We 
were working for them at that time but they told us we had produced no diamonds and we deserved 
to be punished…. I looked at my two friends… their legs were streaming with blood. One of them had 
died, and blood was streaming from his eyes and ears. I passed out.”  

 
 

Beatings by the police and army have been relentless and inflicted to cause maximum injury 
 

The three top officials implicated in ordering the brutal military operation, Operation Hakudzokwi, 
are President Robert Mugabe, General Constantine Chiwenga, Commander of the Zimbabwe 
Defence Forces, and Air Marshal Perence Shiri, Commander of the Air Force. 
 



9 
 

ZANU PF Strategy to retain power in 2008 
 
ZANU PF’s campaign of violence in the wake of the contentious Presidential and Parliamentary 
elections of 29 March 2008 was the worst since Mugabe ordered the Gukurahundi genocide (1983-
1987) in western Zimbabwe, when some 20,000 people – the vast majority of them civilians, 
including women and children - were killed in an attempt to eradicate all political opposition.  
 
Systematic, brutal beatings to terrorise the rural areas during the Presidential Run-off Election 

 

 
 
The work of Mugabe’s paid assassins:  In May 2008, Memory (22) an MDC supporter, was beaten 
viciously by President Mugabe’s militia in front of her two terrified children.  Four of her friends were 
also severely beaten and then kicked to death.  
 
State orchestrated post-election terror in Zaka in 2008 
 

 
 

ZANU PF militants wearing army uniforms petrol-bombed an MDC office in June 2008 as a warning to 
the opposition in the build up to the Presidential run-off election. The charred remains of 3 bodies 
were found on the floor, all with bullet wounds. Two other MDC personnel suffered critical injuries 
and were rushed to hospital. 
 
Even by Mugabe's standards, the scale and brutality of the wave of state-sponsored political 
violence during 2008 was horrifying.  According to Amnesty International, about 250 people died, 
some 12,000 were injured and tens of thousands were displaced. Amnesty International noted that 
the perpetrators continued to enjoy total impunity for their crimes. The MDC’s Secretary for Welfare 
reported that between 2008 and 2011, about 20 000 people had gone through medical facilities for 
treatment after being brutalized by ZANU PF militants.  
 
Further reading: “Damn Lies? Gross Human Rights Violations During 2008” – The Zimbabwe Human 
Rights NGO Forum and The Research and Advocacy Unit – 9 August 2008ix 
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The elusive South African Generals’ Report – 2008 
 

  SA retired army generals’ team leader, Lieutenant-General Gilbert Leboko Ramano 
 
Retired South African army generals sent by the South African President Thabo Mbeki to investigate 
the 2008 post-election violence in Zimbabwe said they had uncovered "shocking levels" of state-
sponsored terror.  They said the continued violence made any chance of a peaceful run-off election 
"almost impossible".  
 
"What we have heard and seen is shocking. We have heard horrific stories of extreme brutality and 
seen the victims," said one of the generals. "We have seen people with scars, cuts, gashes, bruises, 
lacerations and broken limbs, and bodies of those killed. It’s a horrifying picture."x  
 

 

Tapiwa Mubwanda, an MCC activist, was murdered on 12 April 2008 in Hurungwe North.  He was 
reportedly killed by a ZANU PF councillor and a member of the Zimbabwe National Army. 

Zimbabwean journalist Dumisani Muleya, who has won several international journalism awards, 
wrote in an article published in South Africa’s Business Day on 14 May 2008 that the South African 
generals’ report would soon be given to Mbeki, who would decide whether to publish it. 
 
Since then, however, the South African Presidency has refused to release the report, subsequently - 
and surprisingly - denying the existence of a written report.  This is despite the fact that the then 
Deputy Minister Aziz Pahad had said in a briefing in Pretoria on 13 June 2008 that the generals had 
been preparing their report, but he did not know at that stage if it would be made public. 
 
Human rights non-governmental organisations and the Democratic Alliance in South Africa have 
continued to take action in an attempt to force the presidency to make the report public. The Mail & 
Guardian Newspaper took the government to court to get the documents released into the public 
domain - and wonxi. However, the South African government appealed against the judgement. 
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A possible clue to South Africa’s refusal to release a damning report on state-sponsored violence in 
Zimbabwe can be found in a comment made to the media on 4 March 2003 by South Africa’s then 
Foreign Affairs Minister, Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma.  “The problem with you (the press), is that you 
are waiting for one word - condemnation of Zimbabwe. You will never hear that. It is not going to 
happen as long as this government is in power."  In July 2012, Dlamini-Zuma was elected 
Chairperson of the African Union Commission.   
 
BBC Panorama Documentary on Human Rights Abuses in Marange – 8 August 2011 
 
On 8 August 2011, the BBC broadcasted a documentary on the ongoing human rights abuses in the 
Marange diamond fields: “Diamond field: Zimbabwe torture camp discovered”xii.  Witnesses who met 
with the BBC Panorama crew at a remote rendezvous told of a torture camp, known as ‘Diamond 
Base’, located in the diamond fields and run by soldiers and police.  Ringed with razor wire, they said 
it was less than 2km from Mbada Diamonds, a government joint venture set up in 2009. 
 
The prisoners were mainly civilians recruited to mine diamonds for the police or military and they 
were reportedly being punished for demanding too much pay or for mining for themselves.  “It’s a 
place of torture where sometimes miners are unable to walk on account of the beatings,” a victim 
said. In South Africa, the BBC spoke to a former member of a paramilitary police unit who had 
worked in the camp in 2008.  He admitted to torturing prisoners by carrying out mock drownings, 
burning or setting trained dogs on them. 
 
Centre for Research & Development (CRD): On 20 January 2014, the CRD released a report which 
included incidents of ongoing assaults, dog attacks and prolonged detentions by security officials 
working for mining firms in the Marange diamond fields, with accompanying photographs: 
CRD Full Report – Challenges and future Prospects of the mining sector in Zimbabwe 
 

 
 

Trymore Nechipote sustained serious dog bite injuries to his face and buttocks – December 2013  
 

Further reading on gross human rights abuses in Zimbabwe: 
 
“Perpetual fear:  Impunity and Cycles of Violence in Zimbabwe” – Human Rights Watch [March 2011]

xiii
 

“Electing to Rape: Sexual Terror in Mugabe’s Zimbabwe” – Aids-Free World [March 2012]
xiv

 

 
Zimbabwe holds diamond auction in Belgium – December 2013 
 
Zimbabwe held its first ever diamond auction in Belgium last month (December 2013), earning 
US$10.7 million, of which 15 percent would in theory go to the government as royalties.  Antwerp 
World Diamond Centre said it planned to intensify trade relations with Zimbabwe, and expected 
more and better quality gems for a second auction planned for February as part of a long-term 
strategy to maintain its position as a leading diamond market. The auction included diamonds 
from Marange Resources, Diamond Mining Company, Anjin Investments, Jinan and Kusena 
Diamonds, totalling about 300,000 carats. 

http://www.swradioafrica.com/Documents/CRD%20Report%20January%202014.pdf
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ZIMBABWE’S JULY 31, 2013 ELECTIONS  
 
As mentioned earlier in this report, election rigging has been taking place in Zimbabwe since the 
2002 elections. Although it was patently clear well in advance of the 2013 elections that ZANU PF 
was once again using its proven toolbox of tricks – with new ones added in to guarantee a two-thirds 
majority in Parliament - neither South Africa nor the SADC heads of state were prepared to take 
action. 
 
On 8 April 2013, Tendai Biti (MDC-T), who was finance minister in the government of national unity, 
warned that Zimbabwe was on track for another flawed election unless it could refresh outdated 
voter lists, approve "an army" of outsider observers and find foreign donors willing to pay for the 
vote.  
 
The Movement for Democratic Change’s dossier on how ZANU PF rigged the elections  
 
In November 2013, Nehanda Radio published a 54-page dossierxv exposing how President Robert 
Mugabe and his ZANU PF party had allegedly rigged the July 31 elections in Zimbabwe using a 
shadowy network of groups and organisations. The report – compiled by former Prime Minister 
Morgan Tsvangirai’s Movement for Democratic Change party - clearly identifies the central players 
and strategies employed. 
 
Introduction 
 
The national harmonised elections held by Zimbabwe on July 31, 2013 were massively rigged by a 
network of groups and organisations hired by the ZANU PF system for the sole purpose of 
fraudulently denying Zimbabweans their constitutionally guaranteed right to vote and express their 
free will and also give ZANU PF and its leader, Robert Mugabe an illegitimate victory. 
 
Through confidential links with the structures and organisations that were involved in the rigging 
mission, details of the whole plan and how it was executed were obtained. 
 
Further, investigations spread across the national political and electoral framework helped in the 
establishment of facts, details and all the necessary information used in compiling this report. 
 
The rigging machinery started seriously preparing for the mission as early as February 2013, with 
some of the strategies having been rolled out since 2012 under a very thick veil of secrecy and with 
the ZANU PF system abusing its control and manipulation of key state institutions as well as 
departments. 

 
 

Mugabe loyalists: ZEC chairperson Justice Rita Makarau and her deputy Mrs Leticia Joyce Kazembe 
update the media 
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A total amount of US$100 million was used for the rigging mission, which involved a monolith 
system and structure comprising largely secretive and shadowy organisations as well as individuals. 
This report outlines, analyses and assesses the whole mechanism that was used to rig the polls, 
clearly identifying the players that were involved, the strategies and dirty tactics they employed as 
well as showing how they influenced the results which were announced by the Zimbabwe Electoral 
Commission (ZEC). 
 
Local organisations, individuals and structures within the state’s security sector were at the 
epicentre of the rigging machinery and under the command of military and intelligence senior 
personnel, who supervised and directed the network and processes. Vast technical expertise and 
support was also incorporated and provided by foreign individuals and organisations. 
 
A firm run and operated by Mossad, the Israeli spy agency, Nikuv Projects, played a major role in the 
manipulation and corruption of the processes of voter registration and compilation of a shambolic 
voters’ roll, which were primarily the initial phases for the rigging processes. 
 
This report outlines the role played by Nikuv Projects and how it literally took over the management 
of the voters’ roll from the Registrar General. It further reveals the clandestine existence and 
operating relationship between the group and the ZANU PF system, including secretive payments of 
huge amounts of funds for the work it carried out. 
 
The ZANU PF system also hired experts from China who played a major role in the training and 
orientation of militia and ZANU PF structures that were used to carry out specific tasks and worked 
under the command of the military and intelligence. 
 
These tasks included ballot stuffing, creation of fake IDs and fake voter registration slips as well as 
spearheading multiple voting. 
 

 
 

A video of alleged vote rigging in Harare’s Mt Pleasant area shot on election day.  The video features 
the outgoing Finance Minister, Tendai Biti, exposing youths bussed in from distant areas in 

Manicaland provinces – in this case the Honde Valley - as evidenced by the bus screamer-tags. 
 

 
 

People alighting from the Honde Valley bus at the polling station in Mount Pleasant, Harare, hide 
their faces to avoid being identified by the camera 
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The Chinese experts were also instrumental in the development and use of a special water marked 
ballot paper, which was designed to give all the votes cast on it to ZANU PF candidates through 
sophisticated paper technology. 
 
Secret command centres were operated by the rigging machinery across the whole country, at 
military bases, ZANU PF premises and also at farms which hosted militia and activists who were 
trained and deployed to carry out the mission. 
 
The secret bases were also used to stock material such as ballot paper, fake IDs, fake registration 
slips and also for tasks of ballot stuffing. This report provides a breakdown of the major secret bases 
that were used by the rigging machinery. 
 

 
 

Nikuv International Projects Ltd 

 

Note:  The above blueprint is from the Sokwanele website: 
http://www.sokwanele.com/files/images/blueprint.jpg 
http://www.sokwanele.com/zimbabwe-elections/evidence-of-fraud  

http://www.sokwanele.com/files/images/blueprint.jpg
http://www.sokwanele.com/zimbabwe-elections/evidence-of-fraud
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It shall also be revealed and outlined in this report that the rigging mission was carried out at 
provincial level and with specific strategies and mechanisms being used for each province, varyingly 
and determined by specific objectives that the ZANU PF system had for each of the country’s 
provinces. 
 
The architects of the rigging mission initially identified political dynamics, voting patterns and also 
the distribution of seats in previous elections to come up with specific targets and objectives for 
each and every province. They, for example, identified provinces in which they resolved to go all out 
and make a clean sweep of the parliamentary seats - and that meant employing specific strategies to 
achieve that. 
 
Subsequently, it shall be noted and explained in this report that due to the varying targets and 
objectives as well as strategies from one province to another, the rigging plans ended up being 
sophisticated and complicated. 
 
To manage that situation, the ZANU PF system ensured that it deployed key intelligence and military 
operatives at each and every level and stage of the system and processes, who effectively wielded 
the most power and operated the programmes, reducing proper channels and officials to being 
bystanders and rubber stampers.  
 
Retired intelligence and military personnel were summoned and deployed across the country to 
supervise and direct the rigging plans and programmes, as a way of boosting the numbers of those 
currently still in the service. 
 
That factor also meant the need for huge funding and a wider resource base, which the ZANU PF 
system alone could not cater for and that brings in further involvement of external players who 
provided funding. Among them were leaders and organisations from within the African, who 
knowingly abetted the rigging mission through providing funding. 
 
Presidents of Equatorial Guinea and the DRC personally provided funding for the rigging 
machinery. The ZANU PF system exploited its corrupt stranglehold on the Marange diamonds to fix 
illegal deals that helped it raise funds for the rigging mission. 
 

 
The ballot paper was a special watermark paper 

 
This report provides all the details and information about the individuals, organisations and entities 
that were involved, as well the budget, funding and the rigging strategies and methodologies. 
It also provides deeper analysis and assessment of the rigging processes to provide a clearer 
understanding of how they contributed to the cocktail of outcomes, including disenfranchising many 
voters, creating millions of ghost voters and how that was manipulated to inflate voting numbers, 
carry out ballot stuffing as well as even turning votes cast for the MDC candidates into reflecting for 
ZANU PF candidates.  
 
Note:  These photos were added from other sources, they were not part of the MDC report. 
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For further reading: “End of a Road:  The 2013 Elections in Zimbabwe” – Solidarity Peace Trust 
[October 2013]xvi 
 
Quote from “End of a Road”: 
 
Fear… 
“I voted for ZANU PF even though I do not support them.  The war veterans told us that there would 
be war if MDC won, whoever wants a situation again like that in the 2008 elections?” 
[Old man, Nkiya] 
 
Botswana breaks rank with SADC over Zimbabwe’s July 2013 Elections – January 2014 
 

 
 President Ian Khama 
 
Botswana has become the first Southern African nation to criticise the regional bloc’s endorsement 
of Zimbabwe’s disputed elections, with President Ian Khama moving to break rank with fellow SADC 
leaders over the polls. 

In an interview aired on Botswana’s national television station (BTV) during January 2014, Khama 
said the Zimbabwean elections were neither free nor fair. He also announced that Botswana will no 
longer participate in any Southern African Development Community (SADC) election observer 
missions, because the leadership bloc appears to have let Zimbabwe “off the hook”. 

SADC has faced serious criticism for endorsing Zimbabwe’s 2013 polls in the face of widespread 
reports of irregularities, witnessed not only by Zimbabweans, but also observer missions from across 
the region. 

For example the main opposition party in South Africa rejected the endorsement of Zimbabwe’s 
elections by the SADC Parliamentary Forum observer mission, saying the polls were not free, fair or 
credible. The Democratic Alliance (DA)’s Masizole Mnqasela, who was part of the mission, refused to 
sign off on a report that moved to endorse the polls. 

Another observer, Elias Bila, who was representing the Federation of Unions for South Africa 
(FEDUSA) as part of the Southern African Trade Union Coordination Council observer team, called 
the poll outcome “a fraud.” He also said the polls were not credible. 

This was also the position of yet another regional observer team, the Southern Africa Regional Civil 
Society and Social Movements observer mission. That mission, organised by the Crisis in Zimbabwe 
Coalition and Zimbabwe Solidarity Forum, said in its preliminary report that “these elections were 
heavily compromised and fall far short of meeting the SADC Principles and Guidelines Governing 
Democratic Elections.” 
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RAMPANT HIGH LEVEL CORRUPTION GENERATES FABULOUS WEALTH 

The very nature of ZANU PF’s corrupt political culture has served to ensure its survival. The party is 
dominated by wealthy individuals who have mines, vast tracts of land and who also own or control 
local banks. Together, these individuals practice a distinctive form of patronage politics that has also 
served to maintain the party’s unity.  

Public offices are often used by its elites to gain access to state resources, which are then shared 
among party elites to retain their loyalty to the party. The resources are also used to lure talented 
members of the intelligentsia and powerful civil society leaders to the party.  

Greed on an epic scale:  Three examples of ZANU ministers who have become rich and powerful 

  
 
Gideon Gono, former Reserve Bank Governor [ZANU PF] 

Gideon Gono, who started work serving tea to the staff of National Breweries in Kwekwe in 1977, is 
a maverick economist and top ally of President Robert Mugabe.  Gono began in the 1970s as a small-
time chicken farmer and builder and says he aims to be the first chicken billionaire in Africa by 2020.   

The companies in his sprawling empire include Omega Abattoir, Luna Chickens, Dobadoba 
Construction, Ecosoft, Phoenix Security, Earth Core, The Financial Gazette, Sun Estates and the 
Chivu-based Vics Tavern Hotel, as well as several fuel concerns, including an oil transporting 
company, Avante, Malborough Service Station and a service station at Murambinda business centre 
in rural Chivu.   

In addition, Gono has several farms and lives in a six-bedroom residence on one of them, close to 
the upmarket suburb of Borrowdale Brooke, where President Mugabe has a residence.  In December 
2013, Gono gave his daughter a house in Borrowdale Brooke as a wedding gift. 

In January 2014, it was reported that Munyaradzi Kereke, a former adviser to Gono during his tenure 
as the governor of the Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe (RBZ), had supplied the Constitutional Court with 
documentary evidence which he said proved that Gono siphoned off millions from the bank during 
his 10-year tenure. The evidence provided by Kereke included audit reports from audit firms such as 
Deloitte & Touche, KPMG and BDO Kudenga, and various memos and letters.  
 
Kereke also alleged that Gono siphoned off public funds by buying foreign currency on the black 
market during the hyper-inflationary period and then allegedly used the money for his personal 
benefit. Gono is said to have acquired most of the companies during his tenure as governor. The 
same newspaper report claimed that Gono was failing to pay workers at the many companies he 
owns, as his business empire struggles to keep afloat. Towards the end of 2013, one of Gono’s 
companies, Luna Chickens, was taken to court by Crest Breeders International, accused of defaulting 
on paying for US$17,000 worth of poultry products. 
 

Although Gono’s policies enriched himself and those around him, they have had a devastating effect 
on the honest citizens who had built up savings and pensions for their old age. The majority of these 
people are now dependant on the charity of others. 
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Obert Mpofu, former Minister of Mines and Mining Development [ZANU PF] 
 
It’s a long road from Jambezi Village in the dry district of Hwange in Matabeleland, to the opulence 
and influence that currently surrounds Obert Mpofu. Growing up in rural Jambezi, Mpofu came 
from a family of limited means.  During his career he worked at one time as a manager with 
Customs and Excise in Harare, and was later investigated for smuggling televisions into Zimbabwe. 
 
In 2000, the President appointed him Governor of Matabeleland, and five years later, Minister of 
Industry and International Trade—an appointment best remembered for his failed attempt to fix 
commodity prices during hyperinflation, resulting in empty shops. 
 
As he rose through the ranks, Mpofu began dabbling in the private sector. Other than his flagship 
companies— Trebo and Khays, Maminza Transport, Khanando Safari and Tours, and the recently 
acquired ZABG bank, which are registered companies— little is known of his business empire.  
 
Additional companies with established links to Mpofu are Maminza Properties, Khanondo Car Hire, 
Horseshow Estate, KoMpofu La Sports Bar, Luna Rainbow Tours, Guest Paradise Lodge, Good 
Memories Lodge, Mswelangubo Farm, New Miners Restaurant (Hwange), Accut and Crews Village, 
Moya Security and Matetsi Meat Butchery. 

In Matabeleland, Mpofu’s holdings come second only to the 135,000ha owned by the Oppenheimer 
family in Shangani, 200 kilometres northeast of Bulawayo. 

Like many of his ZANU PF colleagues, Mpofu built much of his wealth through “vulture capitalism”—
a money-for-nothing appropriation of profitable businesses and/or assets that are later “legitimized” 
through normal business activity. Although a wealthy man before his appointment as Minister of 
Mines in 2009, Mpofu’s assets and spending habits have grown exponentially since he granted the 
first diamond mining licence to Mbada CEO Robert Mhlanga, formerly Mugabe’s helicopter pilot, 
and David Kassell, a South African scrap metal dealer, neither of whom had any prior mining 
experience. 
 
Former Mines Minister Edward Chindori-Chininga described Mpofu as a crook and a thief. He told 
United States ambassador to Zimbabwe, Charles Ray, on 21 January 2010 that Mpofu had entered 
into unlawful partnerships with Mbada and Canadile to mine diamonds in Marange.  Chindori-
Chininga was chair of the Parliamentary Committee on mines at the time. 
 
In June 2013, in his capacity as chairman of the Parliamentary Committee on mines and energy, 
Chindori-Chininga released a damning report about the involvement of ZANU PF officials and allies in 
the diamond industry. The report showed how millions of dollars in royalties, paid by diamond firms, 
had disappeared and revealed vital information on how Mpofu had “stacked Zimbabwe Mining 
Development Corporation with his cronies, sister-in-law, personal assistant and people with zero 
mining experience.” 
 
One week later, Chindori-Chininga died in a highly suspicious car crash. No other vehicle was 
involved in the accident.   
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Ignatius Chombo – Minister of Local Government, Public Works and National Housing [ZANU PF] 

If further insight is required into how ZANU PF corruption and plunder has enriched ministers, 
businessmen, traditional leaders, activists and others, look no further than Local Government 
Minister Ignatius Chombo. One of President Mugabe’s closest allies, Chombo, a former college 
lecturer, has been a fixture in Zimbabwean politics for about 15 years. 

An acrimonious divorce hearing in Zimbabwe’s High Court in November 2010 however caused 
Chombo some embarrassment when the extent of his assets was revealed by his estranged wife. It 
presented a picture of a corrupt individual who had amassed vast properties using his position since 
becoming a government minister for the better part of his working career.  However, Chombo 
insisted that his properties—ranging from township hovels to suburban apartments and a cluster of 
30 stands in Harare’s wealthy Borrowdale and Glen Lorne areas—had nothing to do with the many 
years he has spent in charge of the portfolio. 

According to newspaper reports, Chombo’s wife wanted the court to award her 15 of the family 
vehicles, including:  4 Toyota Land Cruisers, 3 Mercedes Benzes, 1 Mahindra, 2 Nissan Wolfs, 1 
Toyota Vigo, 1 Mazda BT-50, 1 Bus, 1 Nissan Hardbody and 1 Toyota Hilux. 

Properties claimed by Mrs Chombo included: 2 Glen View houses, 2 flats in Queensdale, a property 
in Katanga Township, Stand Number 1037 Mount Pleasant Heights, 4 Norton business stands, 3 
Chinhoyi business stands, 4 Banket business stands, 1 commercial stand in Epworth, 2 residential 
stands in Chirundu, 4 commercial stands in Kariba, 1 stand in Ruwa, 1 stand in Chinhoyi, 2 stands in 
Mutare, 2 stands in Binga, 4 stands in Victoria Falls, 1 stand in Zvimba Rural, Chitungwiza (two 
residential and two commercial stands), Beitbridge (four stands), 20 stands in Crow Hill, Borrowdale, 
10 stands in Glen Lorne, 2 flats at Eastview Gardens (B319 and B320), 1 flat at San Sebastian Flats in 
the Avenues, Harare, Number 79 West Road, Avondale, Greendale house, Number 36 Cleveland 
Road, Milton Park, Number 135 Port Road, Norton, 2 Bulawayo houses, Number 18 Cuba Rd, Mount 
Pleasant, Number 45 Basset Crescent, Alexandra Park, 2 Chegutu houses, 1 Glen Lorne house 
(Harare), 2 houses (Victoria Falls), 1 Stand along Simon Mazorodze Road, Norton (one stand), 
Avondale (two stands), 365 Beverly House (one stand), Bulawayo (three stands), Mica Point Kariba 
(one stand). 

Mrs Mpofu also wanted the court to share farming equipment at New Allan Grange Farm including 
three tractors, two new combine harvesters, two boom sprayers and two engines. She was also 
seeking an order compelling Minister Chombo to cede to her shares in the family’s 10 companies 
including Dickest, Hamdinger, Landberry and Track in Security Company.  In her court papers, she 
also claimed cattle at Darton Farm, shared chicken runs, pigsties, a shop and a grinding mill. Other 
interests listed were the Mvurwi Mine, hunting safari lodges in Chiredzi, Hwange, Magunje and 
Chirundu as well as properties in South Africa…… 

Comment: We could also expose many other senior politicians, security chiefs and the like to show 
the rampant corruption that continues to take place at the expense of the people of Zimbabwe - and 
has characterised the ZANU PF party’s continued rule. 
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ZANU PF’S OBSCENE CEO SALARIES – FEASTING AMID PENURY 
 
In Zimbabwe it is not only government ministers who acquire vast amounts of wealth while ordinary 
citizens struggle to put food on the table and pay school fees.   
 

 
 
Zimbabwe Broadcasting Corporation CEO Happison Muchechetere 
 
Zimbabwe Broadcasting Corporation (ZBC) chief executive officer Happison Muchechetere, who was 
sent on leave in November 2013 pending a forensic audit, was earning a salary and allowances 
totalling nearly US$40,000 per month while workers went for more than six months without pay.   
 
Muchechetere, who became substantive chief executive in May 2009, had drawn “obscene” salaries 
and allowances approximated at US$2,28 million prior to his enforced leave.  He also was reported 
to pay himself US$90,000 in yearly bonuses.  His huge salary and allowance were approved by board 
chairman Cuthbert Dube, who has been “retired” from Premier Service Medical Aid Society following 
the disclosure of his massive remuneration package. 
 
Payment of Muchechetere’s US$22,500 quarterly bonuses (12,5% of his salary) were made despite 
the fact that the ZBC was burdened with a US$40 million debt and workers were unpaid. 
 
Muchechetere was also embroiled in a US$1 million scandal in which he allegedly inflated the 
purchase price of a radio Outside Broadcasting (OB) van from a Chinese firm.  The invoice was 
reportedly inflated from US$100,000 to US$1,050,00 by Muchechetere in alleged connivance with 
Instrimpex officials. 
 
Muchechetere’s salary and benefits: 
 

 Salary: US$27,000 per month 

 Housing allowance: US$3,500 per month 

 Domestic workers’ salaries: US$2,500 per month 

 Entertainment allowance: US$3,000 per month 

 General allowance: US$3,000 per month 

 Fuel allocation: Unlimited 

 Vacation: Five business class air tickets annually, three regional business class air tickets 
annually and unlimited local air travel. 

 Additional package:  The ZBC was servicing his mortgage, constructing an entertainment 
centre at his house and building a security wall. 

 
A newspaper report noted that board members often raised salaries of CEOs deliberately because 
the level of their allowances was linked to the CEOs’ salaries. The report also noted that several 
State enterprises had no boards in place, some of the boards were not meeting at all, and other 
boards lacked the necessary skills. 
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Premier Service Medical Aid Society’s “retired” CEO Cuthbert Dube 

Cuthbert Dube, the “retired” Premier Service Medical Aid Society (PSMAS) chief executive officer, 
was dismissed from his highly paid job at the end of January 2014 after it was discovered that he 
earned US$500,000 a month when his generous allowances were factored in. 

In 2013, his annual earnings of US$6.4 million comprised his monthly basic salary of US$230,000 and 
comparable allowances, as well as an annual bonus of more than US$1 million. He was also reported 
to own 20 percent of PSMI, which is the PSMAS investment arm.  Whether this huge stake was part 
of his incentives package, or whether the equity was paid for, is still to be determined. 

Dube is also the chairman of the Zimbabwe Football Association, ZIFA, and as chair of the Zimbabwe 
Broadcasting Corporation is known to have facilitated ZBC CEO Happison Muchechetere’s hefty 
package. 

SW Radio Africa reported in early February 2014 that Presidential spokesperson George Charamba 
sat on the board which had approved the mega-salary and benefits paid to Dube. Charamba also 
served on several PSMAS subsidiary company boards and sat on key committees, which included the 
benefits, finance and budget committees. 

SW Radio Africa noted that board members and cabinet ministers were not comfortable dealing with 
Cuthbert Dube’s case as they reportedly benefitted from his “benevolence”. 

CEOs at other Zimbabwean parastatals are also reported to be receiving astronomical perks and 
bloated salaries. 

Lower down the ranks, ZANU PF’s provincial executive for Manicaland, Mike Madiro, was in January 
named as one of five people in Manicaland allegedly involved in diamond money looting. His lifestyle 
was reported to be under the spotlight after allegedly building a 36-roomed mansion. 

Former minister of State Enterprises and Parastatals in the Government of National Unity, Gorden 
Moyo (MDC-T) claimed in early February 2014 that President Robert Mugabe was fully aware of the 
obscene salaries and looting taking place at parastatals and other state enterprises. It is all part of 
the intricate maze of nepotism and patronage which has enabled him to retain his iron grip on 
power and circumvent a direct challenge from within his faction-ridden ZANU PF party. 

These two examples are just the tip of the iceberg in the “undeniable rot” which Jonathan Moyo, 
Mugabe’s widely discredited Information, Media and Broadcasting Services Minister, admits is 
rampant among the 78 parastatals and State enterprises, as well as the 92 local authorities. Moyo 
said that some State-linked companies are yet to disclose their “obscene and corrupt” salary 
structures. Moyo also revealed that several of the companies did not have properly-constituted 
boards or were operating outside the parameters in addition to not fulfilling their mandates. 



22 
 

FURTHER EXAMPLES OF THE WEB OF PATRONAGE 
 
Free hand-outs to new farmers on stolen commercial farms  
 
Hand-outs have included: The Agricultural Sector Productivity Enhancement Fund (ASPEF) loans, 
where new farmers could borrow large amounts of money at substantially negative interest rates so 
that the loans amounted to free hand-outs of cash. 

Dispensing patronage:  The Reserve Bank-led free hand-out of tractors, combine harvesters and all 
sorts of agricultural equipment was unashamedly given to the ZANU PF chefs. And then there was 
the free diesel scheme. Each plan, at huge cost to the economy, has failed to achieve food security, 
the poor people have continued to suffer and the country has remained reliant on food aid. 

Indigenisation benefits the ZANU PF elite 

The essence of the Indigenisation policy, according to the ZANU PF manifesto, is:  “To take back the 
economy by indigenising at least 51% of the shareholding of at least 1,138 foreign-owned companies 
and unlocking empowerment value from idle assets of proven mineral claims and others in the 
hands of parastatals and local authorities to enable indigenous Zimbabweans to own 100% of 
business enterprises across the economy.” 
 
ZANU PF claims the direct beneficiaries are not well-connected individuals or political elites but 
employees of indigenising companies through Employee Share Ownership Schemes, communities 
hosting these companies through Community Ownership Schemes and the general public through 
the Sovereign Wealth Fund. 
 
Despite these claims, however, evidence on the ground shows that indigenisation has been 
benefitting only those who are politically connected. This is confirmed by reports of the ZANU PF 
hierarchy grabbing shares in companies, mines and conservancies under the guise of indigenisation.  
 
And, while the politicians argue over the spoils, the widespread disempowerment of Zimbabweans 
continues as thousands lose their jobs in a rapidly informalising and collapsing economy. 
 
THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION UNDER THE NEW ZANU PF GOVERNMENT – FROM AUGUST 2013 
 
Civil society organisations reported that human rights abuses continued in 2013 
 
Civil society organizations warned the international community during mid December 2013 that 
Zimbabwe’s poor state of human rights remained largely unchanged despite the adoption of a new 
constitution that has an expanded bill of rights, although it has serious shortcomings.   
 
Arbitrary arrests, police brutality and attempts to silence opposition 
 
The organisations noted that political activists are still experiencing arbitrary arrests and selective 
prosecution on frivolous allegations. 
 
Attack on wives of striking Hwange Colliery miners:  Police brutality remains a serious problem. 
During October 2013, the wives of striking Hwange Colliery miners were brutally attacked by the 
police, resulting in the hospitalization of four women. 
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The Glen View MDC activists case:  In the high profile Glen View case, 21 MDC-T supporters from 
Glen View in Harare, who were falsely accused of murdering a police officer, were finally acquitted in 
September 2013 after nearly two years in remand prison.  One of the women, Rebecca Mafikeni, 
died a month earlier and the remaining seven are still to stand trial.    
 
Rebecca Mafikeni (29), who was the MDC’s Vice Organising Secretary Youth Assembly for Harare 
Province, was detained inside Chikurubi Maximum Security Prison for nearly two years before she 
was eventually sent to Parirenyatwa Hospital where she died.  Prison officials continuously defied a 
court order to provide medical attention to the detained activists, notably in August 2011. 
 

 
Falsely accused:  Rebecca Mafikeni (left) and a colleague 

 
Mthwakazi Liberation Front (MLF):  Charles Thomas, one of the Mthwakazi Liberation Front leaders, 
is currently facing treason charges for allegedly distributing fliers which contained messages calling 
on members of the public and the army to rise against the government. He told a High Court judge 
during mid January 2014 that he had been brutally assaulted by police for more than two hours as 
they tried to force information from him. 
 
"Detectives from Law and Order section came to pick me and I was tied to a beam on the back of a 
truck as they drove to Bulawayo Central Police Station where I was subjected to further beating until 
my face was swollen and I started bleeding from the mouth. “I told them I was on medication but 
they denied me access to my tablets for four days until a magistrate ordered that I be taken to 
hospital,” he said. 

Matabeleland Liberation Organisation (MLO): After ongoing harassment, the Matabeleland 
Liberation Organisation leader, Paul Siwela, is in self-imposed exile, possibly in Sweden. Siwela says 
the MLO is fighting for the restoration of Matabeleland Statehood in the wake of the Gukurahundi 
genocide and other gross human rights abuses since independence in 1980. 

Movement for Democratic Change (MDC-T):  After last year’s July 31 elections, MDC-T officials who 
stood as polling agents and local council candidates live in constant fear following threats of 
retribution in the form of violence and eviction by ZANU PF agents. In Zvimba, Mugabe’s home 
constituency, an MDC candidate who ran for councillor, Jairos Hofisi, had his house broken into just 
days after ZANU PF announced a landslide victory. Most of his household goods were destroyed and 
the ZANU PF thugs threatened or evict him from the area - or hang him.  
 
Prior to the 2008 elections, using the torture and blackmail of abducted opposition activists to gain 
information, ZANU PF obtained a list of all the MDC polling agents and leading activists.  Then, village 
by village, town by town, it embarked on a savage campaign to eradicate them all.  In one case, an 
MDC organiser, Moses Bashitiyawo, was beaten by ZANU PF activists and then forced to climb a tree 
with a rope round his neck before being told to jump to the ground, hanging himself.  
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Human Rights Abuse Statistics 
 
According to Human Rights Watch, during 2008, Mugabe’s men murdered up to 200 people, beat 
and tortured 500 more and forced 36,000 from their homes. A human rights campaigner in 
Zimbabwe told SW Radio Africa in April 2011 that more than 20,000 people had gone through 
medical facilities for treatment after being brutalized by ZANU PF militants. Many who had not 
sought medical treatment initially were too afraid to do so or had been turned away from state 
medical facilities. 

Prisons 

  
 

Zimbabwean prisons a “hell hole” – 2008 
 

SABC’s Special Assignment documentary:  On 31 March 2009, Hell Hole, a horrifying documentary 
on Zimbabwean prison conditions which featured skeletal prisoners, many too weak to even stand, 
shocked the international community when it was broadcasted on South African television.  This 
galvanised the local and international community through non-governmental organisations to step 
in and assist with food, medicine, clothing and other necessities. 
 
For further information:  Activist website Sokwanele’s special report:  “Zimbabwe’s Prisons are 
Death-Traps”xvii published on 30 March 2009, amplifies the findings of Special Assignment. 
 
Still “Hell on Earth”: In September 2013, four and a half years after the screening, an MDC activist 
told the Mail & Guardian newspaper (South Africa) that the Harare Remand Prison - where he had 
first been detained in 2011 – was still “hell on earth”. 

In early December 2013, the MDC called on government to take concrete and urgent steps to avert a 
“brewing humanitarian crisis” in the country’s prisons after it was revealed that at least 100 inmates 
had died during the year. Prison officials admitted this was due to serious food shortages as US$1.2 
million was required monthly for food for the prisoners, but only US$300,000 had been allocated. 

Harassment of judiciary 
 
During mid December 2013, four months after the re-installation of a ZANU PF government, Lawyers 
for Human Rights board member Alec Muchadehama told The Zimbabwean newspaper that nothing 
had changed, noting: “The judiciary is under the same challenges it was facing in 2012 such as state 
violations of human rights, constant fear among citizens and lack of freedoms.” 
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Prominent human rights lawyer and Freedom Under Law director Beatrice Mtetwa, who was 
arrested in March 2013 while trying to represent clients whose offices were being illegally searched 
without a warrant, was finally acquitted eight months later in November. 
 
Media confined by restrictive legislation 
 
Also in December 2013, the Media Institute of Southern Africa’s Zimbabwe chairperson, Njabulo 
Ncube, warned that the media environment had not improved despite the new constitution.  “Save 
for the reduction in the arbitrary arrests of journalists, we are still within the confines of the 
discredited legislative regime, the insult and defamation laws are still in place,” Ncube said. “The 
laws need to be aligned to the new constitution.” 
 
Food as a political weapon 
 
Food continues to be used as a political weapon, with MDC-T supporters being denied maize and 
agricultural inputs donated by international aid organisations which are supposed to benefit 
everyone regardless of their political affiliation.  At least 2.2 million Zimbabweans – a quarter of the 
rural population - will need food assistance at the beginning of 2014, an October 2013 report 
released by the Zimbabwe Vulnerability Assessment Committee warned.   
 
“Land reform” programme and farm worker evictions  
 
 

 
 

An elderly farm worker evicted from Wakefield farm sits traumatised and helpless by the roadside 
 

One of the legacies of the brutal land reform programme is that farm workers continue to be evicted 
from their homes on former white-owned commercial farms.  This is because the people who took 
them over, many of them government ministers, cannot afford to pay them or wish to get rid of 
them because they (the new occupiers) are not farming the land.   
 
This is swelling the number of internally displaced persons as many of the farm workers originate 
from neighbouring countries like Malawi, Zambia and Mozambique, and have no other home. 
 
Illegal farm worker evictions are also being conducted as punishment for voting against the wishes 
of local traditional leaders and ZANU PF officials, who had given orders that no one was to vote for 
the MDC. 
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Many of the evictions are ruthless and inhumane, affecting elderly men and women, young children 
and small babies.   
 
For example, during October 2013, ZANU PF’s Felix Pambukani, who took over Wakefield farm in the 
Chegutu district, evicted eight families and destroyed their property.  Four of the farm workers had 
to be hospitalized after they had been severely beaten with truncheons by Pambukani and his 
militant allies.  Women who tried to stop their homes being destroyed were assaulted with knuckle 
dusters.  Ironically, as is so often the case, the police charged some of the affected women with 
assault. 
 
In September 2010, a Zimbabwean woman (SK), who took part in savage evictions of white farmers 
and farm workers from their homes shortly after the land invasions began, lost her bid for asylum in 
the UK after a British High Court judge turned down the appeal.  SK admitted that on one occasion 
she had beaten a woman so badly that she thought she would die. Mr Justice Ouseley said he was 
satisfied that the two farm invasions were crimes against humanity and likened the woman’s role to 
a concentration camp guard who followed Nazi orders during the Holocaust.  
 
CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY DOSSIER SUBMITTED TO SOUTH AFRICA’S NATIONAL PROSECUTING 
AUTHORITY 
 
A case which leads evidence of human rights abuses committed against Zimbabwean commercial 
farm workers and farmers was submitted to South Africa’s National Prosecuting Authority (NPA) and 
the South African Police Service (SAP) by civil rights group AfriForum on 2 December 2013.  
 
This followed a decision by South Africa’s Supreme Court of Appeal on 27 November 2013 that the 
SAP has a legal obligation to investigate crimes against humanity, regardless of where they took 
place. 
 
The affidavits and evidence gathered relate to people resident on Zimbabwean commercial farms 
that were specifically protected by an international court order issued by the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC) Tribunal in 2008.   
 
The landmark court case for which the protection order was issued was Mike Campbell (Pvt) Limited 
and 78 others v the Government of the Republic of Zimbabwe. 
 
The affidavits recorded vicious beatings, imprisonment on spurious or fallacious charges in filthy, 
inhumane jails, the shooting of farm workers and farmers, the theft of homes, farmers’ and farm 
workers’ houses being set on fire or petrol bombed - and death threats. 
 

 
 

Worker homes were destroyed on the SADC-protected Mount Carmel farm on 30 August, 2009 
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Most of the affidavits contain reports of torture directed against the deponent and/or a member of 
his or family, or colleagues. Examples include being beaten over the head with a rifle butt which 
resulted in a fractured skull, or being beaten on the soles of the feet with a sjambok (leather whip), 
logs, cables or iron bars.  This form of torture is known as falanga and can be fatal. 
 
 

 
 

An example of a severe injury caused by a sustained and vicious beating 
 
Additional criminal activities included the theft or destruction of personal property, the theft or 
destruction of crops that were still in the ground or had been reaped, the deliberate starvation, 
maiming or theft of livestock and the destruction of the livelihoods of protected persons. 
 
In all of the commercial farming districts, the modus operandi has been the same, indicating that a 
deliberate strategy was masterminded at a senior level and adopted by the perpetrators of the 
crimes who included government ministers, members of the police force and army personnel. 
 
The case lists a total of 58 known people implicated in crimes against humanity on these SADC-
protected farms, all of whom warrant investigation.  
 
Those directly responsible include a senator, a previous government minister and his son, a Reserve 
Bank deputy governor, police officers of various ranks and army personnel.  Those with command 
responsibility include ministers, two members of Joint Operations Command (JOC) and senior police 
officials.  
  
“From the evidence presented, it is abundantly clear that a widespread, systematic and sustained 
attack has been taking place against this civilian group by the ZANU PF government,” said Willie 
Spies, AfriForum’s legal adviser.  
 
To date none of the perpetrators has been brought before a court of law, either in Zimbabwe or 
elsewhere.   
 
According to Article 7 of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, acts committed as 
part of a widespread or systematic attack direct against any civilian population, with knowledge of 
the attack, constitute crimes against humanity. 
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CONCLUSION 
 
What message will the EU send out to the international community if it lifts the targeted restrictions 
on individuals who have perpetrated human rights abuses and crimes against humanity in 
Zimbabwe? 
 

1. The EU will be saying that human rights abuses and crimes against humanity for the sake of 
power - such as those detailed in this report - are no longer relevant. 
 

2. The EU will be saying it has lowered the bar regarding what it considers to be democratic 
elections – which is opening the door for similar such shams of democracy in other 
countries. 
 

3. The EU will be saying that it is prepared to condone the culture of impunity that is so 
prevalent in Zimbabwe and is not concerned that known criminals and perpetrators of 
crimes against humanity will be travelling to – and in some cases hosted by - the EU.    

 
ENDS 
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The Mike Campbell Foundation’s goal is to work towards the restoration of justice and the rule of 
law in Zimbabwe and in the Southern African Development Community (SADC) region, and to uphold 
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establishing a culture of human rights protection in Zimbabwe and in the SADC. 

We also support victims of abuse, in particular displaced and dispossessed farm workers who are in 
dire straits as a result of gross violations arising from the redistributive land seizure programme 

which has devastated Zimbabwe. 
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